


This booklet is dedicated to 
all donors and volunteers who 
have contributed time, treasure, 
and talent to  build the Annam 
Community Center.
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Boy Scout Troop 495 & Cadettes Girl Scout Troop 
3005 from Our Lady of Lavang Parish are one of 

many volunteer groups who have participated in the 
Harvey Disaster Relief Program, a six months 

campaign at the Annam Community Center
from September of 2017 to February of 2018.
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First of all, on behalf of the Board of Directors and Advisory Board, 
I would like to extend a warm Happy New Year’s Greeting to all of you.

The new year always makes us think about how to better ourselves, in our mental and 
physical health as well as our personal affairs. The New Year is an excellent
opportunity to set goals and to make important changes. This is truly the most 
convenient time to think about how to improve ourselves and the Annam Community 
Center.

Our Board of Directors and volunteers always set new goals for the Center:

1. Improve the Adult Day Care
2. Cooperate with the Houston Food Bank to expand local and neighborhood 
    operations
3. Make fundraising plans to meet your financial needs anytime.  

On this occasion, we would like to review with you the results that we have 
achieved:

In this booklet, we will show you all activities at the Center, which is also the hub for 
the Seniors Club, the Community Garden Club, Zen Tai Chi, and 14 other programs. 
For us, 2017 was also a pivotal period because we took ambitious steps in response to 
the needs of the community through the Harvey Disaster Relief Program. This
program encompasses the last four months of 2017 and, so far, the first three months of 
2018.

The Annam Community Development Corporation, which owns and operates the An-
nam Community Center, also received the Marcia Johnson Outstanding Public 
Services 2017 Award from Texas Southern University.

Our contribution to the community is only made possible by the hard work of the 
Board of Directors, the Advisory Board, Executive Directors, elected officials, the Sister 
of Charities for the Incarnate Word, the Houston Food Bank Organization, all donors, 
and volunteers.

We truly wish you a year of health, wealth, happiness, and longevity!

Sincerely,

Joseph Do
Executive Director

From the desk of Executive Director



 
 
 
 
 
 

February 11, 2018 
 
 

 
 
 
     
Dear Friends, 
 
As an Advisory Board Member, I am pleased to have the opportunity to send greetings and Happy 
New Year to all of you. I hope that you all gleefully celebrate this New Year at the wonderful Tet 
event put on by Annam Community Development Corporation, with family, friends and neighbors. 
 
I have personally been involved with Annam CDC for many years and know of the tireless efforts 
of the Executive Director, Board Members and its volunteers as it served the community admirably 
for more than 20 years. I am grateful for their efforts that help the community through the various 
CDC programs, most notably the monthly food bank which supplies the community with 
thousands of pounds of food. 
 
I am excited that the CDC's community service has not gone unrecognized, as Annam CDC was 
recognized as the recipient of the prestigious Bandini Award as of 2016-2017 Houston Food Bank 
Agency of the Year. The Bandini Award recognizes food pantries and meal sites that have gone 
above and beyond, truly setting an example for the community. This recognition of Annam’s great 
work as the Agency of the Year is a high honor not to be taken lightly. 
 
It is my hope that Annam CDC's efforts will inspire communities across the city and state to follow 
their example. Please except my sincere congratulations and best wishes for an enjoyable and 
successful New Year. 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 




Sheila Jackson Lee 
Member of Congress 

 



Council Members:  Brenda Stardig   Jerry Davis   Ellen R. Cohen   Dwight A. Boykins   Dave Martin   Steve Le   Greg Travis   Karla Cisneros 
Robert Gallegos   Mike Laster   Larry V. Green   Mike Knox   David W. Robinson   Michael Kubosh   Amanda Edwards   Jack Christie 
 
Controller:            Chris Brown 

 

 
 CITY OF HOUSTON   
 

 
 

Sylvester Turner 
 
Mayor 
 
 

P.O. Box 1562  
Houston, Texas 77251-1562 
 
Telephone – Dial 311 
www.houstontx.gov 
 

February 11, 2018 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
As Mayor of the City of Houston, I welcome you all to the Annam Community 
Development Corporation (CDC) Lunar New Year celebration. The City is proud to 
recognize Annam CDC’s selfless work that embodies the true Houston spirit of 
community. Houston is proud to be a diverse city that attracts attention from people all 
over the world and Annam CDC’s represents the spirit of diversity in all that it does.  
 
Annam CDC’s embraces our diversity by addressing the varying needs of people in our 
community who have the least. Through its service, families are fed and clothed, and 
senior citizens have a center that embraces their unique cultural experiences. 
 
I thank Annam Community Development Center for its tireless dedication to our 
community and extend best wishes to who celebrate the Vietnamese New Year and Tet 
Holiday. May you enjoy prosperity, happiness and good health in this New Year. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
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Mr. Allen Boutte, CEO, Oriska Foundation; Mr. Roy Douglas Malonson, Publisher of Afri-
can-American News & Issues;  Joseph Do, Executive Director of Annam CDC; Sister Kevina 
Keating, Congregational Leader of Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word; The Honorable 
Sylvester Turner, Houston Mayor; Mrs. Mary Nguyen, Annam CDC Board Member; Sister 
Kim Tran, Annam CDC Board Member; and Sister Pauline Troncale, Sisters of Charity of The 
Incarnate Word, celebrate the Lunar New Year at the Annam Community Center.

Leadership
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OUTSTANDING
PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD
ANNAM COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COPORATION

LOCAL COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION

Professor Marcia Johnson, Joseph Do, and Mr. Jules Evan Luckett

The purpose of the award is to, among other things, recognize Texas Southern Uni-
versity students, community leaders and organizations that are committed to service 
in support of traditionally disenfranchised communities.  This award recognizes their 
“strong voices at the table”, which serve to improve the lives of individuals in our 
communities.  The award is named after Professor Marcia Johnson, founder of the 
Earl Carl Institute, who exemplifies what it means to be that voice at the table.  She 
is a mentor to many and an inspiration to us all.
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 The Annam Community Development Corporation 
(ACDC) is a non profit 501(c)(3) organization, established on 
August 15, 2000, with the purpose of enhancing and promoting 
healthy living conditionsfordisadvantaged families and senior 
citizens. Three years after its establishment, ACDC applied to 
CDBG funds of $1,052,000 for the construction of The Viet-
namese American Community Center for Seniors.  In 2005, the 
Center was built and furnished with continuous support from 
Houston Endowment, Sisters of Charities of the Incarnate Word, 
and local businesses.  As the needs for development and com-
munity service grew, the Board of Directors changed the name 
of the Center to Annam Community Center in 2015.  
 The Annam Community Center is comprised of a cafe-
teria, which may be converted into an auditorium, a commercial 
kitchen with a walk-in cooler and freezer, an extensive library, a 
fitness room, a medical room, a computer lab, an abundant food 
pantry, and two storage rooms dedicated for the gifts-in-kind, a 
park, and a community garden.

THE ANNAM COMMUNITY CENTER

 Annam CDC has grown remarkably, 
especially in terms of individuals being served. 
The Center assists more than 400 senior mem-
bers and more than 200 non-member seniors 
(not including the Harvey Hurricane victims). 
Perhaps something even more incredible is the 
140 volunteers who generously and graciously 
devote endless effort to enhance the quality of 
lives for hundreds of community members.
Currently, the Center is the hub for the Seniors, 
Culture, Community Garden Club, and the Zen 
Tai Chi Association.  There are 14 programs/
services/activities offered at the Center, includ-
ing Computer Training, Field Trip for Seniors, 
Well-balanced Meal Services (free breakfast, 
lunch, and meals-on-wheels), Photography 
Class, Food Fair, CSFP (Commoditive Supple-
mental Food Program, a federal food program 
designed for seniors), Bingo, Go Western, 
Monthly Birthday Party for seniors, FreeHair-
cuts, Mammogram Screening, Community 
Heath Care, Referrals, and the Mutual Aid 
Fund. 

Community Awareness conducted by 
The Houston Police Department
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Monthly field trip sponsored by Harris County 
Precinct 4 Senior Adult Program

The Mutual Aid Fund host its 2017 general 
annual meeting

Photography Class

Suparate y Triumfa 
It is a hand-on learning experience in Spanish spe-
cifically designed for low-income Hispanic families. 
It teaches Digital Learning and Financial Literacy 
which are skills necessary to pursue and continue 
their education online, and help their children suc-
ceed academically.



Tet Celebration
Annam Community Center celebrates Tet known as Lunar New Year by 
welcoming lion dance youth groups in observance of Vietnamese customs. Lion 
dance is a form of traditional dance which performers mimic a lion’s movements 
in a lion costume to bring good luck and fortune.  Lion dance is believed to 
wear off evil spirit and bring luck to whoever the lions are dancing for.
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 The Food Program (weekday Nutrition Balanced 
Meal, Pantry, monthly Food Fair) and Community Food 
Fair: Organization is the key to success to an annual 
distribution of nearly two million pounds of food and 
household items to the community. Together, with the 
collaboration of the Houston Food Bank, local churches 
and supermarkets, Costco and our own community gar-
den, a total of 1502 needy families were served in 2017. 
 Well-balanced Meal Services: By collaborating 
with the Houston Food Bank, Annam CDC is able to 

provide well-balanced meals for 128 under-served 
seniors for five days a week; sixteen of whom are home-
bound without live-in caretakersor family members. 
This year, our own community garden was blessed with 
a very abundant, successful harvest of squash, melons, 
and vegetables. These are literally the fruits of our labor, 
and we are honored to share them with our less fortu-
nate neighbors. Both nutrients and flavor are important 
components in our meal plans; the fresh, home-grown 
produce makes our meal program uniquely appealing to 
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All girls Lion Dance Group from Vien Thong Tu Pagoda

our elderly members, many of whom depend solely on 
what we serve to meet their daily nutritional needs. 
 Community Wellness Clinic: Alongside receiv-
ing a box of food in the Food Fair Program, many of 
our underserved families take advantage of our Com-
munity Healthcare Program. The “One Stop” shopping 
service is offered in the hopes of convenience for many 
financially struggling families. Christus Healthy Living 
Mobile Unit provides blood screening, immunization 
shots, and medical referrals to 406 uninsured individu-
als. Additionally, the Rose Clinic (mammogram screen-
ing for woman without any form of insurance) and our 
local family practitioners/dentists provide healthcare to 
those in desperate need of medical assistance. 
 Initial Land Planning for the Future Assisted 
Living Facility: As our organization celebrated the 
tenth anniversary in serving our community, the un-
derserved elderly have inevitably aged. Almost all have 
retired and more than half are experiencing increased 
support in their daily lives, including the preparation 
of meals, facilitation of transportation, maintenance of 

their homes, assistance with hygiene, and management 
of their medication. Sadly, many are currently living with 
terminal disorders, such as Alzheimer’s, mobility limita-
tions, or other conditions common in advanced age. Gen-
erally, the elderly demographic share common attributes: 
financial insecurity, the absence of caretakers or family 
members, and an overwhelming feeling of helplessness. 
The Board of Annam CDC’s Directors have decided to 
facilitate the initial land planning and architectural design 
of this much-needed community project in 2015.  After 
years of economic downturn and natural disaster, ACDC 
could not decide whether or not to proceed with the 
planning of the senior housing project.  In 2015, the de-
mography also changed at our Center with 45% Hispanic, 
25% African American, 25% Asian and 5% Caucasian.  
Therefore, the Board of Directors changed the Center 
with the new name: Annam Community Center.
 Though we have made some changes, our mission 
is still the same: to promote the healthy living conditions 
for low-income families through education, social ser-
vices, and community healthcare.



Aztec Dance
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Celebrate the New Year together with a glass of wine



In commemoration of the Fall of Saigon on April 30, the Annam Community Center invited Master Hoa, the actor 
from Master Hoa’s Requiem, to honor his contribution to Vietnamese heritage and cinema. His short film follows 
the true story of a Vietnamese refugee and reflects his final search for peace.
Master Hoa was a South Vietnamese commando instructor for the South Vietnam Special Forces.  After the Fall of 
Saigon in 1975, he was imprisoned for three years.  Once released, Hoa and his family forcibly fled the country in a 
makeshift boat to avoid further persecution.
Together with his wife and children, Hoa began his dangerous escape in 1981. Unexpectedly, their boat was seized 
by pirates, who proceeded to tie up Hoa and force him to witness the drowning of his daughter and the brutal rape 
of his wife. During a series of near-death experiences, Hoa faced attacks by more pirates, starvation, and torture. 
When Hoa took control of a bandit’s ship, wandering pirates beat, stabbed, and shot him three times- leaving Hoa 
for dead. For 21 days, Hoa stayed on the ship without directions, food, water, or medicine before he was rescued off 
the coasts of Malaysia. After reaching shore and receiving aid, he regained consciousness. Hoa was devastated by 
the loss of his family and attempted suicide.
Some time after he was admitted to the hospital and treated for insanity in the United States, Hoa worked hard to 
recover from his trauma. He is now the director of a Vovinam Center, a Vietnamese martial arts school, and resides 
in Dallas, Texas.
Thirty-three years since his incredible ordeal, Hoa, along with his filmmaking team, recreated his harrowing story 
in Master Hoa’s Requiem. While revisiting his past and reliving his trauma, Hoa experienced reoccurring psychi-
atric illness during the two months of filming. While Hoa was able to eventually find peace, we cannot help but to 
remember the boat people who could not reach the shore of freedom.
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Commemorating the Fall of Saigon

Celebrate Grandparents Day
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Celebrating the Fourth of July

 
Wedding Anniversary

18 ANNAM COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 2018



The final Halloween 
costume contest at the Center

Celebrating a Thanksgiving ceremony 
with Vietnamese culture

Thanksgiving Dinner 2017 at the Center

Thanksgiving Celebration

Halloween
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Spring

Summer



Fall
Winter

Spring

Summer



Christmas Celebration
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 In the non-profit world, sharing usually refers to the offering of 
one’s goods and services. Whether the mission is improving health or fight-
ing food insecurity, we all must share our time and resources to serve the 
community. Fortunately, the Center experiences a different kind of sharing 
one of culture and thought. With so much cultural and ethnic diversity, 
volunteers and recipients alike contribute to the success and vibrancy of 
the Center.

 The Center, with the unwavering support from the Houston Food 
Bank, the Sisters of Charities of the Incarnate Word, Prince of Peace Par-
ish, the Seniors Club, and the Zen Tai Chi Association, organized a pro-
gram called “the Holiday Gifts to Share”.  The program was created last year 
and aims to support the most needy families in the local Hispanic Com-
munity.  This year, the 120 families that were chosen to participate enjoyed 
a Christmas lunch, children’s toys, personal and household items, and a 
mixed Vietnamese and Latin American entertainment program.

2017 Holiday Gifts To Share Program 
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 Several weeks before the event, our 
volunteers worked hard to carefully iron 
more than 2,000 new men's and women's 
clothes. The clothes were distributed at 
the event, along with plentiful gifts and 
foods. Each family received two bottles of 
laundry detergent, eight large paper towel 
rolls, shampoo, a bag of personal belong-
ings, and two blankets. The program also 
offered Christmas gifts to children as well 
as photographs with Santa Claus.
 During the season of giving, we be-
lieve that “the Holiday Gifts to Share” will 
leave precious memories for those partici-
pating families.
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In the last week of August 2017, weather forecasters changed the category 
of Harvey from a tropical storm to a hurricane. What began as strong winds 
measuring at 45 miles an hour, grew to 80 miles per hour- later developing into a 
dangerous Category 4 Hurricane, with winds exceeding 130 miles per hour.  Despite 
this update, many Houstonians did not expect much and consequently remained 
unprepared for the destruction of Harvey.  As the storm advanced, people wondered 
why it was called a hurricane, vaguely understanding that it was heading towards the 
Gulf of Mexico but not predicting total disaster.

Initially, the storm struck the city of Rockport and its southern suburbs, 
causing irreversible damage. Hurricane Harvey then stalled for several days 
before moving towards Houston and setting record-breaking flood levels. Entire 
neighborhoods experienced raising waters that surpassed 50 inches, the highest 
recorded case of flooding in those areas. Throughout Houston, Hurricane Harvey 
plagued homes, cars, and buildings, and in certain streets, created floods that 
submerged 14-feet high traffic lights. Even Houston’s superior infrastructure saw 
severe wreckage, with all four major water dams overflowing.

Harvey Disaster Relief Program

                             ANNAM COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 2018      25



During Harvey’s destruction, 
most Houston schools needed to be 
closed for at least one week. Children 
from elementary and high school 
alike lost valuable instruction time, 
classroom resources, entire facilities, 
and most importantly, peace of 
mind. In a similar way, employees 
representing every industry in the 
city were devastated by the hurricane. 
Many local factories, establishments, 
and offices were completely flooded 
and suffered costly water damage. 
Like their children, employees were 
deeply traumatized by the devastation 
of Harvey. The complete road 
restoration, home rebuilding, and 
building restoration are expected to 
take a few years and costs several 
billion dollars.

Currently, it is certain that, 
without widespread national rescue 
measures, Hurricane Harvey’s 
aftermath will leave unprecedented 
economic stagnation. Fortunately, in 
September 2017, President Trump 
and his Cabinet members visited 
the scene at Corpus Christi and the 
Relief Headquarters at the Austin 
Capitol.  It was with this visit that the 
President instructed the Cabinet to 
use all means available to aid relief 
and to create programs for economic 
recovery in Texas.

Striving for community 
service and social responsibility, 
the Annam Community Center has 
responded to the dire needs of its 
local families. The Center, located 
in northwest Houston, remains at 
100-feet above sea level and 3-feet 
above the surrounding area. While 
the homes and businesses near the 
Center have been wrecked, the Center 
sustained only minor damages and 
was able to serve as a significant 
disaster relief location for many 
families shortly after Hurricane 
Harvey.

Some Stories To Tell

The Chavez’s family was on their way to recovery from a storm 
that hit Houston on the Memorial Day 2016.  Their relatives and 
the community raised money to help them rebuild and get back 
on their feet after their house was flooded.  
Shortly after the family moved into their house, Hurricane Harvey 
struck Houston with unprecedented rainfall, which flooded their 
house for the second time within an eighteen months period.  
This time, the house was severely damaged with more than 4 
feet high floodwater.  One again, they had to pack up and move 
in with relatives.  It was extremely difficult for their family, espe-
cially for their children, who are ages 2, 9, 10, 18, and 20.  The 
youngest one cried for days after the move because she lost all 
her toys, clothing and belongings.  Now, the children are still 
afraid of coming back to their house.  There was nothing in the 
house that could be saved from all the water damage.  
Some time later, Mrs. Chavez and her family are blessed to have 
received the assistance from her relatives, neighbors, and the 
community and was able to move back home again.  During this 
difficult time, she is very grateful for the assistance she received 
from the Houston Food Bank through Annam Community Center 
for water, food, cleaning supplies, personal hygiene, household 
goods and clothing.

The Castañedas family was a large and loving family of nine. 
The head of family is Filiberto Castañeda, a hard-working father 
from Houston, Texas. After the devastation of Hurricane Harvey, 
they lost everything- their cars, clothes, furniture, electronics, and 
life-saving medicine. During the catastrophic disaster, the family 
members, comprised of three generations sharing one household, 
were awakened by the indescribable feeling of floodwater raising 
and soaking their beds. In the middle of the night, the grandchil-
dren alerted the emergency to the rest of the family. Amid the 
chaos, Filiberto Castañeda and his wife, both struggling diabetics, 
struggled to mobilize necessities and personal items. They real-
ized the futility of the situation and stopped their grandchildren 
from using buckets to remove the dangerously high water levels. 
Feeling powerless, the family retreated to the tops of tables and 
kitchen cabinets in an attempt to escape the absolute wreck-
age caused by Harvey. With the cars submerged and the house 
uninsured, and the inadequate response from local authorities, 
the Castañedas family was one of thousands in Houston that 
was affected last September. However, this story is one of hope 
and resilience. The family members are still recovering from the 
disaster and are in the service of the Houston Food Bank and the 
Annam Community Center. They are immensely grateful for their 
generosity in a time of need.
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Community Food and Health Fair
For these food fairs, the Center collaborates with organizations such as Houston Food Bank, 

supermarkets, public agencies, businesses, and healthcare providers to provide food and services for 
about 800 families each month.  In 2016, Annam CDC has distributed nearly 2 million pounds of 
produce and non-food items, from as near as the Community Garden to as far as out of state (through 
the Houston Food Bank), to the underserved population.

The Annam Community Center is an agency of the Houston Food Bank that is an emergency 
food storage facility for the entire Gulf Coast area. The Center has put all efforts - namely resources 
and volunteers - to participate in the citywide relief.  With the onset of Hurricane Harvey Disaster 
Program, the Center suspended its normal activities and programs to launch a new program called 
the Disaster Relief for all Houston residents.  Only three days after the hurricane, the Center received 
nearly 30,000 pounds of foodstuffs to distribute to residents in the local area.  To specify, this relief 
program operates six days a week to provide relief, distributing an average of 80,000 pounds of food 
weekly. Among these items are necessities such as canned goods, vegetables, meats (MRE-meal 
ready to eat), sanitary items, and drinking water.

By mid-February 2018, the Annam Community Center distributed more than 1.5 million 
pounds of food and household items. Despite its demanding labor requirement, this enormous feat 
was miraculously achieved by the sacrifice of more than 140 volunteers, representing every race 
and age group. There were 1,508 families with 6,206 people of all nationalities who came to the 
Center for help.  The Center, joined by various volunteer organizations, companies, churches, service 
offices, The Boy/Girl Scouts of America, and especially the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word, 
helped the social and economic wellbeing of countless Houstonians.  Even famous song writer, 
performer, and native Texan, Demi Lovato, visited and distributed donated goods to flood victims at 
the Annam Community Center.

Superstar Demi Lovato (left) participates in an Harvey disaster relief 
distribution at the Annam Community Center

                            ANNAM COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 2018     27



Sisters of Charities of the Incarnate Word (above) and Boy and Girl Scouts (bottom)
participate in the Harvey Disaster Relief Program at the Annam Community Center
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So far, nearly six months after the havoc of Hurricane Harvey, most families have 

stabilized their lives - they have rebuilt their homes, recovered their businesses, and repaired 

their streets and vehicles. However, over 400 families are still food insecure. As long as this is 

the case, the Center will continue to extend the relief program to help these families.

Through hardships, we have witnessed that human beings learn to cherish the love of 

one another, eliminating their differences in the pursuit of kindness and dedication.  It is this 

precious and wonderful attitude that, through the storm, people learn how to find true happiness. 

In life, there is always hope, especially in hard times. The Vietnamese proverb did indeed give 

people that insight through the adage: “After the rain, the sky will be clear again” (Sau cơn 

mưa, trời lại sáng). Certainly, our coming days will be brighter than ever.
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          Community Garden

Community gardens provide access to fresh, nutrition-rich foods for our Meal Site and 
Food Fair in low-income neighborhoods.
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Thank You

Thank you so much for helping us out at                the Annam Community Center. We are
always in need of great volunteers who                are hard-working, organized, and under-
standing of our clients. Every year our clients lines become longer and longer, as there 
are more families that are in need of our services. It is only with the assistance of our 
volunteers that we can rise to meet the challenge.

Annam Community Center
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Zen Tai Chi Association
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Zen Tai Chi helps seniors to gain confidence in their athleticism and to 
slow and deepen their breathing. They move gently and bring their mind to 
the present, discovering relaxation and rejuvenation.



Consulate on Wheels

 In early 2016, the Center responded to the needs of its Hispanic community members by collaborating 
with the Mexican Consulate in Houston to function as a legal documentation processing site.

 Many expressed initial doubt in the Center’s ability to adequately mobilize and service its constituents 
given their vast geographic spread; in two weeks time, the Mexican Consulate granted immigration documents 
to more than 1,200 Mexican-born residents.  This outcome far exceeded everyone’s expectations, especially 
those of the Consulate officials.  In the first two weeks of January 2017, the Center again collaborated with the 
Consulate on Wheels to facilitate legal processing measures to thousands of community members in need.

Sisters of Charity’s delegate 
visits the Mexican Consulate on Wheels at the Center   
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hope!
The New Year Season is a time to enact plans to improve the pro-
grams and activities at the Center.  In the spirit of achieving prog-
ress, the Annam Community Development Corporation’s Board 
of Directors and Administration will undoubtedly encounter new 
challenges.
For instance, the Center must become more flexible in its approach 
to dealing with the diverse needs of the community. In order to 
most effectively utilize the Center, we anticipate to decrease certain 
activities of Adult Daycare Programs and to continue our partner-
ship with the Houston Food Bank organization. As many volunteers 
and recipients can attest, when distributing food, the sheer number 
of participants not only crowds the parking lot but also overflows 
into the streets. To address this serious hazard, the Center wants to 
provide small sites in the area, enabling smaller communities and 
groups to work with the Center for distribution. Our goal of expand-
ing the Center’s storage warehouses and supplementary sites would 
mean that more people can receive food benefits. Funding this 
expense and gathering enough volunteers and workers will be the 
largest challenges for the Center.
Presently, all program operations depend on the majority Asian and 
Hispanic volunteers.  For the Asian-American community, many 
    volunteers are seniors who have ample free time but also have
     physical limitations. On the other hand, many Hispanic 
     volunteers are healthy, busy mothers who are hindered by 
      regular jobs and more notably, child care. With this consider
      ation, the Administration plans to accommodate its faithful 
   volunteers who are responsible for the Center’s achievements. 
   At the beginning of a new year, the difficulties that are inherent in 
ambition await everyone. As Nguyen Ba Hoc, a great Vietnamese
    thinker, once stated, The road leading to success is hard, not
      because of the encumber of the river or the separation by the
        mountains, but because people are afraid of mountains, scared
              of rivers” (Đường đi khó, không khó vì ngăn sống cách núi
               nhưng khó vì lòng ngưới ngại núi, e sông.) Since its
              inception in 2005, the Center and its family of volunteers
              have overcome countless obstacles. Needless to say, we are
            hopeful for another year of impacting our community.

            Sincerely,
            Annam CDC
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We All Have The Same Dream

 The American Dream is the belief that 
through hard work, everyone can pursue their 
goals. Although this success commonly
refers to material and financial success, for 
others, it is simply defined by personal
happiness and freedom. The American Dream 
is rooted in the Declaration of Independence, 
which proclaims “all men are created equal” with 
the right to “life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness”.

 This hope, shared among most Americans, 
presents an opportunity for individual choice, 
regardless of class, religion or race. There is a 
chance for everyone to follow their aspirations 
and be recognized by others.

 Let’s work to keep this dream alive.                     
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FUNDERS:
-Harris County Community 
  Development Department
-Sisters of Charity
-Houston Endowment
-Houston Food Bank
-Oriska Foundation
-United Healthcare
-Affordable Health 
  Insurance Agency (AHIA)
-The CATCH Foundation
-Marek Brothers Foundation
-Xerox
-Hankerman Foundation
-United Way
-Guaranty Bank
-Amegy Bank
-Allegiance Bank
-WellCare



“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world;
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”

                                                                Margaret Mead


